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UNIONE SINDACALE DI BASE





Dear comrades, dear brothers and sisters and guest,
We thank the GFTU – Syria and WFTU for organizing this conference.

We express on behalf of the USB our full solidarity with the General Federation of Syrian Trade Unions, the Syrian people and workers, who have been suffering for many years a fierce aggression, orchestrated by U.S. imperialism and its local lackeys to destabilize and destroy the Syrian state and its democracy.

Despite the progressive change in military power relations on the ground, which have significantly reduced the presence of daesh terrorism in the country, the genocidal violence of these mercenaries continues to reap death and destruction. But the time for redemption and liberation of the entire Syrian territory is near, thus reducing the imperialist threat in the Middle East. 

In the face of this new defeat, US imperialism and Saudi-led petro-monarchies are now using the Zionist entity to ignite new hotbeds of war, thereby attempting to call into question the new power relations in favour of the Resistance Front. For this reason, the peoples of the whole world must remain vigilant and ready to mobilize against the Israeli/US/Saudi axis, which is the bearer of destabilization for the entire Middle East area and for the world. Our trade union organization, faced with new potential war scenarios, is constantly on the alert and ready to take to the streets, calling on workers to support the Syrian people and government in its struggle for the definitive liberation of the country from imperialist terrorism.

Our solidarity is not generic, but internationalist, because the countries that support the terrorism of the daesh are the same countries that, with the weapons of the economy, carry out a class war against the workers of the world. 

The imperialist poles of the USA and the EU are increasingly using the instrument of war as ananswer to the systemic crisis of capitalism, to violently rob energy resources and territories, to impose their goods on the markets, to reduce workers and the masses of the people to conditions of new slavery. The Atlantic Alliance (NATO) is the main architect of these militaristic policies.

After having destroyed the former Yugoslavia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, planned and implemented the coup d'état in Ukraine, the objective was the destruction of Syria and Venezuela. The new climate of interimperialist global competition, the direct intervention of new international economic powers such as China and Russia in the various conflict scenarios, changed the balance of forces in all geopolitical quadrants, from Latin America to Asia, from Africa to the Middle East, determining an objective downsizing of the US hegemonic capacity and its allies. We are faced with a new precarious balance of power at the international level, which can benefit countries that until yesterday were at the mercy of Western colonialist violence. In order to consolidate this new, unstable balance in favour of the peoples, imperialism must be organized and developed to the death, as Ernesto Che Guevara rightly said in his speech to the Tricontinental in 1967. 
Four years after the last meeting that saw us here in Damascus, the migratory phenomenon produced by the imperialist political criminals has continued, finding new obstacles on the ground and in the Mediterranean Sea, where thousands of desperate people die, abandoned to themselves or rejected by the European Union and reactionary governments such as the one that just fell in our country. The destruction of Libya, which has become a territory of endemic conflict between opposing economic interests, has allowed European imperialism to transform the coasts of that country into a huge concentration camp, which recalls Hitler's policies of the last century. The selection of the labour force useful for the industries of the North passes through the hands of the so-called "scafisti", criminal gangs at the service of the countries and of the French, Italian, English and American oil multinationals. The survivors of the Libyan lagers and the barges of hope swell the market for new slaves to work throughout Europe, feeding the value chain that fattens the bosses and divides the workers between natives and migrants.  
Yesterday as today, for the bureaucrats of Brussels, human beings are a value to be judged on the basis of the logic of costs and revenues. If this yardstick applies to workers, pensioners, unemployed young people and the sick born in the West, it applies even more to those who flee war, who only have life to save.
Germany, the soul of European imperialism for its superior production and technology system, has turned the tragedy of the exodus into an opportunity. Through an infamous agreement with Turkey, the refugees are transformed into real "livestock" in a market of arms, where scientists, technicians, professional workers are selected, many of them trained in Syrian, Lebanese, Palestinian, Iraqi universities and schools, torn from their homes by violence to serve the hegemonic aims of the German power and the European imperialist pole, constantly looking for a highly qualified and cheap workforce, useful to increase productivity and to bend the European working class.
For years, USB has been organizing slave migrant workers in the countryside, in the industries and in the logistics of our country, promoting mobilizations, strikes and very incisive struggles, during which two of our militants were killed at the hands of the bosses. Let's talk about Abd Elsalam Ahmed Eldane, an Egyptian professor who immigrated to Italy. Ahmed was one of our union militants, crushed by a truck on September 14, 2016 during a picket line in front of the company. For 13 years he had been working for the transport company GLS in Piacenza to support his 5 children. Let's talk about Soumaila Sacko, a militant of our union and activist for the rights of farm workers. On June 2, 2018 he was shot and killed while looking for pieces of sheet metal to build a shack where he could sleep after 12 hours of daily work in the countryside of San Ferdinando, in the plain of GioiaTauro in Calabria. Two victims of the class war that we too, with means and tools other than yours, carry out against the common enemy.  

To all the fighters who fight for the integrity of your state, to all the martyrs who fell in this war against aggression goes our respect, our admiration and our support. By defending their land, they defend the land and freedom of all peoples and workers in the world.  To the Syrian people all our solidarity and support.
Damascus, September 2019
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